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a witty man or a maker of epigrams, But he was
a master in the use of a cold, dignified sarcasm,
which at times, and in this instance particularly,
he used freely and mercilessly. Beneath the
measured sentences there is a lurking smile which
saves them from being merely savage and cutting
attacks, and yet brings home a keen sense of the
absurdity of the opponent's position. The weapon
resembled more the sword of Richard than the
scimetar of Saladin, but it was none the less a
keen and trenchant blade. There is probably no
better instance of Mr. Webster's power of sarcasm
than the famous passage in which he replied to
Hayne's taunt about the "murdered coalition,"
which was said to have existed between Adams
and Calhoun. In a totally different vein is the
passage about Massachusetts, perhaps in its way
as good an example as we have of Webster's
power of appealing to the higher and more tender
feelings of human nature, The thought is simple
and even obvious, and the expression unadorned,
and yet what he said had that subtle quality
which stirred and still stirs the heart of every
man born on the soil of the old Puritan Common-
wealth.

The speech as a whole has all the qualities
which made Mr. Webster a great orator, and the
same traits run through his other speeches. An
analysis of the reply to Hayne, therefore, gives ua
all the conditions necessary to forming a correct